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"a ls 11 LAG the 88 of thi. 
1. eauſe, you ſuſpected, that aſſerting the nee, 80 Et * 
Syſtem in the terms in which ſome brethren in the fonte = 
| da, we might fall with them into Socinian errors 
vented by Pinchion, or into Baxterian Arminian nl! l, 
verſaliſm, attributing that to the creature which is due. 4 
to the Redeemer alone, ſo turning the covenant ? 2-1 
grace into a new form of the covenant- of Works ß 
- which errors every real chriſtian muſt abhor, aud whicky +5 
the mediatory ſyſtem only and effectually overthrous, 3} 


7 28 I have endeavoured in tlie following pages to make | x 1 if 
manifeſt, both from ſcripture, and-fentiments-of ortho·k 4 
dox divines, in detecting theſe errors of the ſeceſſion, ETD £4 
their denying the univerſal extent of the Mediator's' 2 + 
kingly authority as a lawgiver, by which. they fall in 5 £4] 
with both the Socinian and Baxterian hereſfies: 2% => e 
I endeavour to ſhew the native tendeney, ſcope and <p "a 

end of our covenanted work of reformation, both ith 


principle and practice, as ſealed by the blood” of out "7 75 8 

worthy martyrs and witneſſes, in the laſt period, un- . 
der the maniſeſt ſealings of the Holy Ghoſt witnel 

the truth of their dying teſtimonies; all pointing to, Ties 

terminating in this great center of truth, viz. that the 1h 

Mediator is an univerſal King, Judge, Lawgiver; ant 


= | 3 Head of both church and ſtate, by his father's 2 os 0 
ment and inauguration; in conformity with whi {> / 
and according to the promiſe, Iſa. xlii. 4. our land, * "I 


as a nation, avouched him as their corenanted King and Wa — 
Lord, renouncing all others, ſo conſtituting both ehurerrrtrtr 
and ſtate upon a divine foundation, viz, The anthorts* © _ © * 
ty of the Mediator exhibited in che ſoriptures of the - 3 "of 
old and new teſtament. The Gttlement of the reves © © +7 
jution church and ſtate overtarned this, by er ä 
both upon human authority, - viz. The people nelly - 
nations, in their claim of right, wherein, and in the?! 
| ae _ England, bows e our covenanted- 5 
| | A 3 ; | * MiWE'7- 
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4 2 1 
728 e claim for a precarious human one, founded in 
"the nenden. of the people; thus effectuating, by a 
** of ſettlemellt, what. the former graſſators were 

4 - oking to do, vi. to raze the covenanted conſtituti- 

2 on of both ghurch and ſtate, as founded on the word 

1 2,” of. God, and et up: a fabric of human invention in 
* place. 

This idol of buman wiſdom, as it is the foun- 
Aalen of all antichriſtian errors, ujurpations and 
tyranny over men, both in their civil and eecleſiaſtic 
pris lezes, that ever Roniſh antichriſt exerciſed; fo it 4 
the foundatiov af the wall of ſeparation betwixt | 
God and our vation, having, in its contexture, that 
idol of jealouſy, the eccleſiaſtic ſupremacy, prelacy, 
eraſtianilm and toleration, theſe abominations which 
cauſe deſolation in the land. This is the wall which 
has been built by the rulers of the land, conſtant] 
und induſtriouſſy daub'd by all the ſects which the re- 
volution ha: produced to this day, wherein the ſeceili- 
on, the tail of this indulged eraſtian kirk, have aimed, 
in order to paiot and daub this wall effectually, a 
ſtrike at the foundation, by denying a divine inſtitu- 
tion of civil government, altogether, thus ſtripping the 
Mediator of the eſſentials of bis crown, by ſtripping him 
of his titles as a King and law-giver: And the diſſenters, 
by joining them in this fundamental error, not only 
deſtroy their own cauſe, but innovate the object of wor- 
hip. There is nothing - more certain and apparent from 
divine revelation, than that the God weChriitians worſhip, 
is a God in covenant, therein tranſacting with his own | 


; eternal only begotten Son, (before all-time) as cloath- 
ed with the character of Mediator, by whom he made 


the worlds; and all creatures therein; and by whom } 

be ſuitainb, upholds and governs them, 4 1. 2.— c 

bel i $51.58 by Whoſe deuth ald ſatisfaction he re- t 
coaciles all things unto himſelf, ver. 20. and by whom _ 
All che giorionsſends and puriolcs of his eternal decrees 7 
8 2 e ee and attained, to the glory 2 


5 4 1 | þ of 
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of the Father, and honour of his Son as Medis, 1 
whether of his elect, as the objects of his tpecial lies i 
ting love, or-upan- the reprobate, who hereby are the 5 
objects of his ordinate juſtice, in a conſiſtency with tee 
egreſs of his mercy, grace and faithfulneſs in a goſpe!lk 
| diſpenſation, which they could not be, in their relati- . hy 
on to an abſolute God, - whoſe abſolute juſtice and fo-- I 
vereignty could only take place upon them, whereby 9 
his other perfections would not have been manifeſted, | 
as they are now, by the interpoſition of a Mediator, . 
by whom they are all manifeſted ad extra, and glori- 
fied to the hiphelt, both in the ſalvation of the elect, 12 
and condemnation of the reprobate. 9 
Eut, by the arguings of ſeceders on this point, and 
their notions about an abſolute God, and the law of ö 
nature, they ſeem to have much the fame ideas of the 1 
deity with Socmians and Mahometans They that | it | 
worſhip an abſolute God, worſhip an idol, as they 
ſcem to entertain no hipher conceptions of the Media- 5 
tor, than Socinians and Quakers do; and the arguk «11 
ments made uſe of by them, ſcem to have a manifeſt | 1 
tendency this way. | 
Ah! what miſerable, hopeleſs, helpleſs doctrine is 
that divinity which hath not a Mediator in it! And 
ah ! what a po r, pitiful, deſpicable Nehuſhtan muſt that 
teſtimony be, that wants a Mediator as the fountain 
{| BY 8 whence it ſprings, the ſubſtance of which it conſiſts, 
| and the end to which it tends, .. Jeſus, the Head of 
| all principalities and powers, by whom are all thingyy'. 
| to whom are all things, and for whom are all things, 
who is God over all, bleſſed for ever. 

When the time comes, (as it faſt approaches) that 
he ſhall appear as King of Saints, and King of nations, 
cloathed with the glorious 10bes of vengeance, a veſ- 
ture dipp'd in blood, with theſe glorious titles written 
manifeſtly thereon, viz. King of kings, and Lord * 
lords, Rev. xix. 16. marching in rich array, with the 
den of heaven following, him, to vindicate, reſtore, © 
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| 3550 defend kis own 1 tiles, cauſe and intereſt, 


againt the combined forces of his antichriſtian fore, * 
trexding them as the mire of the ſtreet under bis victo- 


rious feet, and piving their fleſh as a feaſt to the fowls. 
of the ir, and the beaſts of the earth, Rev. xix. 318. 
When he thus returns to reviſit | and re-edify his now 


ruined and; captivated church, he'll make the earth, 
ſhine with his glory, Fze#; Kliü. 2. the glory of that. 


title, 1 Tim vi. 15, The bleſſed and only potentate,, 


the King of lings, and Lord of Jords, in which he has. 
been ſo notoriouſly and univerſally rejected and cruci- 


Hed by this generation, hoth proteſſors and profane, 


whoſe blaſphemies he will either in merey correct and 
reform, by the penitent return of the parties convin- 
ved. of their errors and oppoſition, and looking by 


faith to him whom hex Hoek piereed under theſe cha- 


raters, and in bitterneſs of ſoul mourn therefore; or 


#* elſe, if then found under the adamantine chains of un- 
belief and impenitency, he will lead them forth to- 
publick execution of juſtice, with theſe workers of in- 


iquity, his old. obſtinate, inveterate, malignant, an- 
tichriſtian enemies. Amen. 

2. I look'd upon you as the fitteſt perſon to whom 
I: could addreſs: this eſſay, (however execute in much. 
weakneſs, until inſtruments better fitted, and more ad- 


equate to ſuch an arduous undertaking, be ſent. out 


by the Lord of the vineyard) for vindicating in the 
fundamental evangelical principles thereof, that c uſe 
you have been honoured for ſo long a time to main- 
tain and vindicate, With much ſteadineſs, fidelity and. 


boldneſs, againſt the oppoſition, contradictions and. 
blaſphemies of malignants and ſectaries, in midſt of 
their cruel, mockings, ridicules,. and ſcourging of their 
tongues | againſt. the ſame, and you for its ſake. . So 
that, as you have been ſingular therein, you ſeem alſo. 
to have been endued with a great meaſure of _ ſin- 
gular gift beſtowed upon the prophet, Ezel iii. 8, 9. 
your forehead being made hard againſt the e 


S' @ . 


of an hardened, 1 obtinate: W 


This cauſe has been pled at the bar of both ſeceders and! 


diſſenters, and has been condemned and rejected by 
both; which I look upon as ſufficient ground of re- 
jecting ſuch ſocieties, as of holding the Mead, Col ii. 19. 
with whom there can be no ſolid ground to expect the 
ſpirit and preſenee of the God and Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, 1 70% ii 22, 23. 

To concluds: os the ſeceders, in their reſtimonies, 
have betrayed the Son ef Man with a kiſs.; ſo the na- 
tional ape ſtacy, rebelſion and perjury, amount to juſt; 
the charge made againſt our elder ſiſter at their off · caſt- 
ing, For of a truth againſt thy holy child Jeſus, whim 
thou haſt anointed, beth Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with 
the Gentiles, and the people of Tjrael,. were. gathered. 
together, Acts iv. 27. And the mad rage, oppoſition. 
and blaſphemies of the contending parties, give juſt 
ground to apply, with equal authority, to our gene- 
ration, what the proto-martyr Stephen did to his, 
Ads vii. 51. Te ſtiff-enecked, and uncircumciſed a 
heart and ears, ye do always refiſt the Holy, Ghoſt + 
your fathers did, ſo do ye. Ver. 52. Which of the Naas 
phets have net your fathers perſecuted, ? and they have 
lain thee which ſhewed befare of the coming of tbe 
juſt One, of whom ye have been now the betraytrs and 
murtherers. That one and all may be brought to a 
ſtate of repentance; under the happy influence of that 
exalted Prince, Acts v. 31. whom all. have Pere 
is. the lincere deſire of, 


Your 5 ſincerely, 


In the common _ 


OBSERVATIONS, upon the fundamen- 


tal Principles of the SECEDERSs on the Or- 
dinence of Magiſtracy, as contained in their 
Answers to Mr: NairN's Reaſons of Diſ- | 
ſent, and their late Vindication, &c. agaiaſt; |} 
the Diſſenters, A. D. 17 64. - 


F is given us in ſcripture as the character of anti- 
chriſt, Rev. xiii. 6. Aud he opened his mouth in | 
bla/; homey: againſt God, to blaſpheme his name and hi- 
tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven, That this 
has been the conſtant courſe: of Romiſh antichriſt du- - 
ring the forty and two months of his reign, is evident 1 
to every one that is acquaint with the doctrines and 
practices of the church of Rome : But 'as myſtical or 
ſpiritual Babylon is a city of many names; fo anti- 
chriſtianiſm is not confined to Rome nor Romiſh commu- 
nion, but will be found under the denominations of dio-· 
ceſan prelacy, eraſtian indulgency, and ſectarian multi- 
formity and toleration; all which, wherein they devi- 
. ate from the ſcriptureÞ® of truth, and Chriſt's inſtituti- 
753 ons therein revealed, join with the great antichriſt in 
| \ . theſe doctrines anent worſhip, diſcipline, or goyern- 
| 


ment, which contradict or overthrow the pure inſtitu- 
tions of preſbytery, as-eſtabliſhed upon the word of 
God, and fo will be found with them, biaſphemers of 
the name, ſaints, and ordinances of the * of hea- 
den. 
* In the late conteſt in this land, from azno 1662 till 
| 1688, betwixt Michael and his angels, and the dra- 
gon and bis angels, for the ſupremacy, it was given” 
the dragon not only to make war, but to overcome 
; the ſaints. The dragon's conqueſt was completed and 
f eſtabliſned in the ſettlement and conſtitution of the re- 
! 


| 


volution church and ftate ; in which the blaſphemous, 


eraſtian ſupremacy was yielded to by the har oY 
0 | 


CE. $3 e 


both church and ſtate ſettled upon human inventions, 
or the will and inclinations of the people, to the re- 
nouncing or rejecting of the ſypremacy of our cove- 
nanted head and king, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to whom 
the nations had ſworn allegiance, in our national co- 
| venants, as ſupreme head and lawgiver to both church 
and ſtate. The blaſphemies fince vented in defence of 
that eraſtian conſtitution againſt our Lord's rights 
| and titles, with the opprethive meaſures over the con- 
ſciences and privileges of chriſtians exerciſed to main- 
tain the ſame, are too many and obvious to be here 
| recited : Neither have I, time to obſerve the dreadful 
fruits of this ſettlement in the multiplied errors, lects, | 
and ſectaries wherewith the Lord's covenanted land is 
1 now overſpread and univerſally defiled, ſeeing my pre- 
ſent deſign is to, take notice of the principles of the 
ſeceſſion, which are the foundation of all the os. 
ther divided parties in the land, by denying and 
impugning the mediator's titles and relations wheres. 
\ with his father has cloathed him, making him kin 
and lawgiver to the nations, to whom they are alle 
to bow, ſubject and ſubmit, as the legiſlator of both 
church _— ſtate, under the penalty of pebelliony 
F/al. ii. 6 12. 
The ecffion (like their forefathers in the caſe of | 
the indulgences) comes forward as the laſt reſerve, to 
ſupport the eraſtian ſupremacy, in oppolition to the 
character and relation of the mediator, as inſtitiator- 
of the chriſtian magiſtrate, and herein not only lick 
up all the vomit of their indulged forefathers, with 
Sir Nabu Filmer's and Biſhop Honeyman's blaiphe- 
mies, Sg. but they ſuperadd a more direct and imme- 
diate, el attack upon the mediator, in his relati- 
on ot king of ſaints, and king of nations ; ſo join an 
tichriſt, in opening their mouth, as in the text, iin 
blaſpheming God, the name of God, his tabernacle, 
and them. that dwell in heaven. | ee... 
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This will appear plain from their fundamental prin- 


5 2 85 2 Ales aſſerted upon this head of controverſy, which 


are, 1. That magiſtracy is founded on the law of na- 
ture, which they call the eternal law of God. 

2. That an abſolute God, as ſovereign governour 
_ of the world, inſtitutes this office amongſt both hea- 
thens and chriſtians i in this law of nature. 

3. That it is not a poſitive inſtitution or ordinance 
of divine appointment in ſcripture revelation, as the 
goſpel minittry is; ſo is not from our Lord Jelus Chriſt 
as mediator. Hence they hold, (in conformity with 
Deiits and Arminians) that mankind, in their fall in 


Adam, loſt not their whole, moral powers, or natural 


light but retained what was ſufficient to direct them 
in the civil concerns of lite; particularly, in uniting, 
for mutual benefit, in civil ſociety, and ſetting up ma- 
* giſtracy over themſelves. 80 fond and keen are they 
n this deiſtical conceit, that Mr. Gib, who is the 


mouth of the party, in his diſpute with Mr. Pirie, 


concerning Sopho's principles of neceſſity and liberty, 
Fives yo. the whole cauſe, rather than quit this dar- 
BY 

tlis article of government, or forming into ſocie- 
ty ; and, by granting this, his deiſtical adverſaries are. 


enabled to wreſt the whole victe:y out of his hands: 


For if it be conceded that. fillen man had a moral 
power remaining in one inſtance, why not in the whole 
extent aſſerted by both Arminians and Deifts ?: - 

- The law of nature, in its original form, was th it 


lav concreated with man's being, written in Lis 


heart; by which, his obligation of obe:lience- as a 


creature, Was naturally and neceſſarily due to God his 
creator, which is inſeparable from the nature of the. 
creature, and which inferred no ſtipulation or engage- 


ments upon the creator's ſide; but that he might, af. 
ter ſuch obedience from his creature, and during what 


time he pleaſed, have annihilated him, without doing | 


him any Injury : But. this form of the law of nature 
ſubſiſted 


J 


I of his, where he grants a total ple, except. 
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1 | bu 1 
ſubſiſtd no lunge than from Allam's creation ; tin 
che Lord, in his gracious condeſcention, did enter in- 
to a covenant of friendfhip with his innocent creature, 
as repreſenting his whole poſterity : Thus, by adding 
ſanctions to the law of nature, 212. a promiſe of life 
in cafe of obedience, and a threatening of death in 
caſe of diſobedience, it became the covenant of works; 
which form it has retained ever ſince, and is inſepara- 
ble therefrom to all the natural deſcendants of Adam, 
whilſt continuing members of him as their federal 
head. : 
f This law of nature, or covenant of works, being 
broken by our federal head and repreſentative, laid the 
whole family obnoxious to its penalty, viz. death ſpi- 
ritual, temporal, and eternal; and which ſanction of 
the law behoved immediately to be put in execation, 
(upon the conviction of the criminals) had not the 
mediator, under the character of the feed of the wo- 
man, interpoſed, thereby prevented the immediate ex- 
2 ecution of that ſentence, and laid a legal foundation 
for a reprieve, a time of forbearance, long- ſuffering 
patience, and of beſtowing benefits upon the delin- 
quents, in a conſiſtency with the divine juſtice and ve- 
racity, pledged in the firſt covenant. X 
Sin blew out the light of nature totally; no more 
moral dictates of right reaſon (as they ſpeak) could 
1 flow from that fountain, now ſhut up ; no remains 
$ moral. good can be ſaid to abide where ſpiritual death, 
in a total depravity of morality, had taken poſſeſſion 
of the ſubject, which, the apoſtle expreſſy aſſerts, was 
the caſe of the human race, Rom. v. 12. It is abſurd 
to talk of the remains of life in death; for whilſt - 
there remains any the ſmalleſt degree of life, death 
cannot be ſaid to have taken place upon the ſubje& : 
But it is the uniform teſtimony of the Holy Ghoſt thro? '. 
the whole ſcriptures, that all men are dead in fins and 
treſpaſſes, Eph. ii. 1. 3. in which text, [by the 


_ we have an account of heathen warn * 


Naw, tho' by 6 | 
EI all. moral power to do good, either Petr wee 8 # | 
' thaterially, and all moral right or title to any bene- 
fits, corporeal or ſpiritual; yet, by the interpoſition 
of the ſecond Adam, the eternal ſon of God, as me- 
diator, putting bis ſhoulders under the falling creati- 
on, as he had made it at firſt; ſo he now upheld and 
ſuſtained it when reeling, under the logd of fin and 
wrath, into its original chaos; as Rutherford ſays: 
on the covenant, page 225. © He caught the N 
e creation in his arms, and to this day ſuſtains it; 
' It is plain from ſcripture, that the being, tia bath 
on, and ſuſtentation of the world is by Chriſt, the ſe- 
cond head of mankind, the fulfiller of the'firſt, and 
head of the ſecond: covenant, and edeainiirathy + of 
both, by whom all things ſubſiſt, Coloff. i. 15: 18, 
. xlu, 6. Hof. ii. 18. Gen. viii. 20.— 22. and ix. 9, 
10. Every moral endowment found amongſt the ſons“ * 
of men is from him; the light of reaſon itſelf being 
from him: He. #5,the true ligſi that lighteth every man bf | 
that cometh into the world, John 1.9. Many divines, 
and amongſt thoſe the great Mr. John Knox on prede- 
ſtination; alſo Mr. Thomas Goodwin's ſecond diſcourſe 
on the knowledge of God the father, page 94. un- 
derſtand this text as thus applied; yea, that. text, 
Nom. ii. 14, 5. tho' frequently perverted for a con- 
trary purpoſe, proves this point. Seeing the apoſtle 
does not {peak of the remains of the law of nature in 
the hearts of the heathen, Who did not enjoy the 
ſcripture, but calls it, ver. 15. the work of the la 
| written, or put, in their hearts, The ſpirit of Chriſty: 15 
in his million, works by his ordinances within his: 7+, 
church, producing gifts and graces, common and ſpe? f a 
cial; and, without the pale of the church, he produ— 
ces theſs moral endowinents in the hearts of Arten „ * 
ſubſervient to his own purpoſes; thereby maintaining 
his univerſal authority over the conſciences of men; 
us os. he does by bis influences of power mide! F 
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e by San of 8 6 one ah | 1 j 
TK neration to another, and by means 7 common intet & i 
tl of courſe with the church, Cen. xx. 3. Rom. K. 18. 3 
Kings v. 3. &c. all originally | from the church 
the fountain of whoſe light the Sun of Righteouſneſs - © ©: 
is ; as he is of all theſe diſtant beams of. light, or ma» 
ral endowments, thro” the extenſive regions of the uni- 
yerſe. As the ſmall degrees of light and heat; which the 
cold, dark regions of Greenland and Hydſon's Bay an- 
nually enjoy, como from the natural ſun as the foun- 
tain of light: So all moral light, wherever found, 
and however hard it may be to account for the man- 
ner of its conveyance, flows only fro.n the Sun of 
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4 | Righteouſneſs God the Father Kfoenſeth no benefits, 
b no bleſſings to the ſons of men, but by him, James i. 
1 17. and his Spirit is the univerſal enlightener, enliven- 
2 er, and conductor of the whole creation, (now eſta- 

* bliched upon the new covenant, Cen. viii. 20. whe- 


To obviate an objection that may be "0 W vz. That 
if all men are under a covenant of grace, then all men muſt 
be eventually ſaved, as the law or covenant of works bein ab- 
rogate by the Mediator in their name and place, they benceforth 
5 are no more under the obligation or ſanction thereof. Anſwer. 
f XZ The Mediator, as the ſecond federat head of mankind, was made 
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6 under the law, born under the obligation and ſanction ef the 
* covenant of works, which he could not be in a way of ordina- 
+; ry generation, otherways be, as a natural deſcendant from Adam 
15 as his federal head, had been tainted with original ſin, which 
+» 8 was inconſiſtent with the nature and ends of that immaculate (a> 
* crifice: therefore there was a new diſpenſation of the covenant 
F, of works at mount Sinai, where it was renewed and publiſhed 
755 to the infant church, under tutors, Gal. iv. 2. as a ſchoolmaſter 
48 to teach them the ſeverity of its precepts and penalty, and the 


impoſlibility of anſwering its demands, in its ſpiritual exten:, 
by any ſinful creature; ſo ſhutting them up to the faith, and 
bringing them to Chriſt the end and fulbller of the law, 28 f co- 
venant of works, Gal. iii. 23. who, at the ſame time, was exhi- 
bited to them in a diſpenſation of the covenant of grace, point- © ER 
ed out to their faith by the ſhadows of the Levitical and ceremps* + : << 


nial inſtitutions, until the —_ biaſelf, 3 in x the lee of 
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ther vegetative, ſenſitive, rational or ſpiritual, 2 Chron, 
xvi, 9. Zech, iv. 10. Prov. xv. 3. which he does by 
: wi ; . 3244 Y | means, 


time, ſhould appear, diſpelling theſe ſhadows ; for whoſe for- 
mal admiſſion into our law room, this diſpenſ#ion of the cove- 
* nant of works was calculated, agreeable to the apoſtle's argu- 
ment, Gal. iii. 19. The church, of the Jews being under the for- 
mal obligation of this tranſaction at Sinai, at the time the 


| Mediator, as: ſecond Adam, was born a member thereof, he 

| thereby was born under the ſanction of the covenant of works, 
| without any relation to Adam, as a federal head, aſſuming the 
| nature, but not the perſon of man; he ſtands equally related to 


- both Jews and Gentiles, as a publick perſon, and, as theif repre- 
ſentative, fulfilled the covenant of works in both its precepts 
and ſanction; fo, nailing it to his croſs, took it out of way, 
| | .thereby making way for an univerſal, external adminiſtration of 
.the covenant. of grace, in his own hand, oyer the whole crea- 
tion ; which does not change the perſonal ſtate of Adam's ſons, 
deſcending from him by ordinary generation; they are tainted 
| with original ſin, born under the obligation and ſanction of the 
{ covenant of works, ſo, liable to the penalties thereof, until by 
| voluntary conſent, wrought in them by the Spirit of Chriſt, in 
a day of regenerating power, they change their ſtate, by chan- 
| ging their head; ſo, being united to Chriſt, they become mem- 
bers of his myſtical body, are wholly freed from the law as a 
covenant of works, and inſtated perſonally under a covenant of 
grace; hence, are not only under the exterual adminiſtration 
thereof, as all mankind ave, by which they partake of all the 
common benefits they enjoy, but alſo internally enjoy all the 
ſpiritual bleſſings thereof, by virtue of that union. Both forms 
of the covenant, as a covenant of works, and as a covenant of 
grace, are adminiſtred by the Mediator: He preaches the law to 
them that are under the law, Mark x. 19. Gal. iv. 21. and deals 
with them according to the terms thereof. The reprobate en- 
Joy common benefits, and a reprieve from the ſentence of the 
law, by virtue of the Mediator's adminiſtration of the covenant 
of grace in this ſtate of long ſuffeting patience; and alſo have 
zn undoubted title to claim the whole of the Mediator's pur- 
chaſe, by virtue of the articles of the covenant of redemption 
betwixt God the Father, and his eternal Son, as our Mediator; 
wherein, as he ſuſtained the relation of a federal head, kinſman, 
redeemer, prophet, prieſt, and king, to the whole family of A- 
dam, therein he has diſponed him in theſe relations, with all 
his purchaſe, and himſelf, in him, as our God, to the whole fa- 
mily of Adam, the publication or offer of the goſpel being a 
tranſcript 
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2 or without means, as pleaſeth, bim, Eſth, vi. . 
Dan. ii and iv. chap. This is the law of nature gay 
feribed 3 in ſcripture, and is no where, nor in any artis, 
cle, contrary to goſpel revelation ; tho',. whillt depri- 
ved thereof, they be ignorant of the goſpel, and ſo; 
cannot eMdrace the fame, yet any moral dictates. of 
right reaſon they enjoy, exactly coincide with the 
goſpel 

The Chineſe, in conſiſtency with both law and 206. 
pel, puniſh adultery. with death (to the reproach of 
chriſtian nations) but the law: of nature, unde r which 
they are, no where teaches them to worſhip dragons 3 
this is a perverſion of the law of nature. The law-of 
nature pled for by ſeceders in this controverſy, is de- 
{crived by the apoſtle, 2 Tim. iii. 1. 6. and the 


law under which ſuch are, is in 1 Timm i. 8, —11 * 


under whoſe direful ſanction they muſt ly till th 

come under the law and government of Chriſt. Mr, 
Strong on the covenant, page 8th, upon the deriyati- 
on of magiſtracy, indeed maintains it is ſo from 
the law of nature or covenant of works, that it 
is under the curſe. © The relation between magi- 
ſtrates and people, (fays he) is under the curſe ; and 
that 1/f, as to magiſtrates; tho' aivil government in 
it{elf be a bleſſing in this fate of fin, and common- 
wealths a have great dependence upon ſuch gover- 
nours, as the names that are given them in ſeripture 
do ſhew, vis. bars, nails, corner-ltones, the thields 
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tranſcript of this diſpoſition, or deed of gift, to be made known 
to all concerned; herce, they are liable to mediatory ven- 
geance for refuſing or rejefting theſe privileges, made hereby le- 
ga'ly their own, and are alſo able to law vengeance, by reafan 
of their per ſonal relation to the covenant of works, under which 
they continue inflated, notwithſtanding of the grace of the goſ- 
pel offered to them, or of their external, viſible relation to him 
as their head myſtical, or head of influences, or head of geo- 
vernment as a viſible church. See Mr. Boſton's notes on the 


marrow, page 76. and, Mr. Strong on the covenant, Re 297». 
c. 
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* f the earth, &c. yet all wagiſtraey is occaſioned 


1 by ſin, and Sine in by the ſecond covenant. God 


« pave man in his creation dominion over the works 


& of his hands, and they were paſtors of cattle rather 
i than Kings of men. A natural fubjegion there 
« ſhould have been, but not a civil; the name of ma- 
giſtrate came in by fin not by nature. But the go- 
vernment being in the hand of Chriſt, he has erec- 
er ted a double office for government, ift, That of 
* angels ; 24, That of magiſtrates y and as it came 
in by fin, fo they ſhall laſt no longer than till Gn 
* ſhall be done away, 1 Cr. xv. 24. 

Io conclude this head, it hence will appear mani- 


4 
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feſt, that thoſe who maintain, that fallen man retains 


fo much moral power, ſo much light by the law of 
nature, as to be able to let up lawtul and approven 
magiſtracy and government, join iſſue with Socinians, 
N NN and arminians, (whoſe foundation principle this 

but the ſeceſſion do fo in this article: Frgo, with 
thern they blaſpheme the name of the God of heaven, 
who has given no law for ſuch purpoſe, but the law 
in the hand of his eternal Son as mediator, whom he 
has made univerſal ruler over the outmoſt boundaries 
of nature's extenſive diſtricts. 

Their ſecond aſſertion, viz. That an abſolute God, 
as ſovereign governour of the world, is inſtituter of the 
ordinance of magiſtracy, is equally unſound and erro- 
neous ; and yet the diſſenters, to the ſapping the foun- 
dations of their own cauſe, coincide with them in this 
propoſition, which they improve againſt them in Mr, 
Coodlets pamphlet, page 57. But where they have a 


diſcovery of an abſolute God, or God in an extrafederal 
relation with man, or, wolch is the ſame thing, a God 


out of Chriſt, I cannot learn. Scripture teſtin,ony is expli- 
citly agzinſt this, Matth. xi. 27. John i 18. and that 


text, Rom. i. 20. fr equently abuſed for the purpoſe ot ſup- 


porting this deiſtical principle, makes nothiag for them, if 


it be adverted to, that the very viſible heavens and earth 


having 


having their ſtanding and continuance from the' cove- 
nant made with Chriſt as mediator, I/ xlix. 8. and 
lvi. 16. Cen. viii. 22, Sc. and their teaching efficacy 
is from his. appointment, and by his Spirit, P/al-—. 
xix. T, 2. Rom. x. 8. Rev. y. 17. Neither ſeceders 
nor diſſenters can exhibit the leaſt degree of proof, 
that ever the Lord Jehovaly manifeſted. himſelf to an 
of his creatures as an abſolute God, or a God out. of 
Chriſt; no ſuch object of faith and worſhip is to be found 
in Scripture : Yea, conceptions and repreſentations of 
him out of Chriſt is idolatry, being nothing but a 
proud conceited ſinner, (under the influence of Satan) 
repreſenting the Deity. altogether ſuch an one as bim- 
ſelf ; the dreadful effect of which may be ſeen umver- 
fally, in the nations being overwhelmed: with idolatry - 
and profanity, under the influence of Heathen, Ma- 
humetan or Antichriſtian pr nciples; and particularly, 
both at home and abroad, the growth of atheiſm, in- 
fidelity, and profanity may be ſeen prevailing under 
the auſpices of this deiſtical principle, with whom the 
ſeceders unite, and thereby propagate the fame cauſe 
of infidelity and rebellion againſt Chriſt, in the article 
in debate, concerning the inſtitution and adminiſtration 
of the external civil government of his Church. It 
might be made appear, that this principle, this ignis 
fatuus of the law of nature, as deſcribed by deiſts, and 
aſſerted by ſeceders, razeth the very. foundations of 
chriſtianity, innovating the object of faith, by repre - 
ſenting to us another God, than the God and Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and inſtead: of one God, eſ- 
ſentially pertect, in a trinity of perſons, in a federal ä 
relation with mankind, which is the God of chriſtians, 
they repreſent a God diſpenſing with his own law, his 
faithfulneſs, and juſtice, in his beſtowing, benefits upon 
rebels, without any interpoling fatisfa to his di-- 
vine juſtice and veracity, as the medium of ſuch cons 
veyance, which is juſt the idol of the nations, whether 
| B *  Heatheny 
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e Mabumetan or Antichriſtian, being a mere 


igment of their own brains, an idol of their own i- 
magination, to repreſent a God dealing immediately 
with men, without an interpoſing Mediator, or dif- 


penſing favours to them without any covenant relati- 


on betwixt him and the world, or dealing with them 
upon the footing of their own good works, &c in 
which idolatrous repreſentations of the Deity, Socini- 
ans, Arminians, and legaliſts join the Heathen and An- 
tichriſtian world, as to the great foundation point of 
religion, 1. the object of faith and worſhip; and the 
ſeceſſion in this eraſtian principle join them all, where- 
by they manifeſtly blaſpheme the name of the true 
God, the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

and in him a God in covenant with the world in ge- 
neral, by which the heavens and tt e earth are conti- 
nued, ſced time and harveſt, ſummei and winter, food 
and raiment, are beſtowed upon foes and friends in 
common, whit diſcriminating acts of his ſpecial love 
and favour are ſecured to his church in par ticular, and 
to his elect in ſvecial by the Mediator, in his adminiſtra- 
tion of this covenant, for attaining the whole ends of 
his Father's purpoſes upon the different objects thereof, 

who is therefore made Lord of all, having by the fa 
crifice of himſelf purchaſed all, Ter xxxiii. 25. Op- 
on this head |! conclude, it hence appears, that there 
ts no ſuch thing as any adminiſtration of providence in 
an extrafederal relation by an abſolute God Mr, 
Strong on the covenaut, page 381, in anfwer to that 
objection, tz that there is a twofold kingdom of 
Chriſt, the one as he is God eltentially conſidered, 

which he exerciſes in common with the Father and 
Spirit over the world; the other as he is Mediator, by 
which he rules the hank only, which is his donative 
Kingdom: He anſwers, ] do confels there are two 


% kingdoms, and theſe are really diſtinguiſhed the one 


4 from the other; That Chriſt as God hath an efſens 


4. tial kingdom equal with the Father, and a kingdom 


oh © which 
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which he doth receive by donation from the Father, 


as he is God- man: But I fay,, the exerciſe and ad- 


miniſtration of both kingdoms are now in the hands” 
of the Mediator, and ſhall be unto the time of the 

reſtitution of all things, for the Father judgeth no 
man, John v 22. that is, Natura divina abſoiute* 
fine Mediatore judicium froe totam adminiſirationem 

dedit Filio, Mediatori incarnato, &c. Chemnit. 
1. e. voti m1 imperium, &c. The divine na- 
ture hath committed all fudgment to Chriſt, Ec. So 
that the ſpiritual kingdom is adminiſtred by the Spi- 

rit in the ordinances of the goſpel, and the provi- 

dential kingdom by the power of his Spirit, Work- 
ing without ordinances, who orders and diſpoſes of 
all the creatures unto their ſeveral ends ; but yet all 
this is by the hand of the Mediator: And he doth nor: 

ſimply as he is God rule in the previdential kingdom: 
only ; for all judgment is committed to him, (that 
is, the government of all things,) as he is the ſax of: 
Man; as he is the fon of man ſo he rules the angels, 
and they act the wheels, and as he is the fon of 
man, ſo all things are put under his feet, all ſheep; 
and oxen, and beaſts of the field, Cc. Therefore, 
it is but a concei to ſay, that Chriſt doth rule. the: 
world as he is God, but he doth rule the church as he is 
Mediator; for it appears plainly, that both of them 
are acts of his kingly office as he is Mediator, as the 
judging the world will be at the laſt day; and he tells 
us, that God gave him all this power for this end, 
that he night give eternal life unto as many as the Fink 
ther had given him, John xvii. 20. He doth rule alb 
things in the world, fo as he makes them ſerviceable! 
unto ſpiritual ends, but! it is done by him not ſimply 
as Cod, but as Mediator. And ſo much Mr. Gilleſpie 
cannot but grant out of Calvin in Aaron s rod, 

page 205, That all things are put under the tet 
of Chriſt as Medi tor, not only in reſpect of glory 
and dignity, but in reſpect of his power and over- 


ruling provideuce whereby he can diſpoſe of all 
| | , 0 things 
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things, ſo as they m ke SS for his glory, c. 


« which is all that I afſert ; and that the Mediator is: 


« not barely God's ſervant in the ſpiritual kingdom, 
4% but in the kingdom of providence alſo, is plain from 


4 Pſal vill. 6. Eph. i. 22. Cc. Ge. ſee allo Heb ine 


. . 


Much miglit be cited to the ſame purpoſe to prove, 
that God deals with mankind only as a Zod in cove- 
nant, a God in a Mediator, and that out of Chriſt he 
would be a conſuming fire to them, and inſtead of be- 
ſtowing even common benefits upon them, filing their 
hearts with food and gladneſs, Acts xiv. 7 he, in æ 
conſiſteney with his juſtice and veracity pledged in the 
faſt covenant, behoved to have cut off the whole family, 
without mitigation of mer cy or delay, This is no novel 
doctrine, but the doctrine of reformed churches in all: 
periods, founded upon the apoſtles and prophets, Feſus: 
Ghriſt him/elf being the chief corner ſione of this builds. 
ing; yea, twas the doctrine pled for by the twelve re- 


- preſenting brethren, in their controverſy anent the Mar- 


rw of modern Divinity, againſt the Arminian, Neono- 
mianandBaxterian errors, maintained by this revolution 
church, in their queries, November 8th 1721 ; where, 
in anſwer to query lecond, they ex preſly maintain. this 
doctrine, and cite, amongſt other human authorities, 
Mr. Perlius on Kev. iii. 12. (who lays) © God is no 
« God to us out of Chriſt; fr/!, he is a God to Chriſt, 


& and then in him and by kim unto us To conceive. 
4 Godout of Chriſt, is to make God an idol in the brain.“ 


And indeed, to preach up an abſoluce God, (as the ſe- 


ceſſion do in this controverſy) beſtowing benefits, and 


iaſtituting ordinances to fallen men, in an extrafederab 
relation with them, under the character of a God ob 
Nature, (as they ſpeak) is downright idolatry, in ſet» 
ung up another object of worſhip than that revealed 
to us by. our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who only could and 
does reveal the true God unto the world, Jen i, 8. 
and xvii. 3. he 4s the NS the wander jrd uunuberer, 
Van. 
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Dan. viii. 13. the only revealer of the Father" ſecrets, 
and the only diſpenſer or adminiftrator of hjs provi- 
dences, in the execution of his eternal purpoſes and 
decrees about angels and men, Reg. v. 6, 7. To whom 
all pewer in heaven and earth is given, Matth. xxviii. 
18. All judoment is committed by the Father unto the 
Son, John v. 22. And therefore, to impugn either 
his legiſſative or executive power, as an univerſal king 
ſet over the nations by his Father, 1 Tim. vi. 15. 
Rev. xvii. 14. and xix. 16. is to run point blank a- 
gainſt the thick boſſes of the Mediator's buckler, and 
is an affronting the Father, who refuſeth all worſhip, all 
honour, but through his Son as Mediator, John v. 23. 
Of which nature is that aſſertion of Mr. Gib s, in his 


debate with Mr. Mair, (Cafe laid open, page og) 


viz © That aſcribing univerſal government to the Me- 
“ diator, is a fuperſeding of the Father's authority;“ 

an aſſertion fraught with ignorance and enmity ; yea, 
an exprels giving the God of truth the lie, as is plain 
from the text above cited. What can come nearer the 


blaſphemy of the Jews, John x. 33. Such as detract 


from, or impugn his prieſtly, prophetick or kingly offices. 


in their univerfal extent as Mediator, are branded expreſs. ::_ . 
ly by the Holy Ghoſt as liars and autichriſtian idolaters,, * 
terminating in atheiſm, 1 fohn th. 22, 23. This is a 


fearful doom; and were it not that infidelity is arrived, 
to ſuch a dreadful height in fearing and hardening the 
conſciences of men, the bold ſallies of blaſphemies a- 


gainſt the Mediator, uttered {even by his profeſſed wit- 


nefles) with fuch impudent defiance againſt the cleareſt 
revelation, might make us tremble at the dreadful 


conſequences and er of mediatory wrath and ven- 


geance, F/a/. i 12. and cxxxit. i8. Matth, 
xxi. 44. And indeed the plague of ſpiritual judgments, 
like the burning at Taberah, Nam. chap. I. is not 
only begun, but tar advanced in the camp of our vi- 
ible church, exident in the diſtractions, diviſions, er- 
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rors and hereſies prevailing over the whole, until ſpi- 
ritual judgments, Ho/. v. 12. end in viſible national 


devaſtations, chap. xiii. 7, 8. 
"Tis obſervable, that the ſeceſſion in their proſecu- 


tion of this cauſe, via. ſetting up magiſtracy as an i- 


dol, in oppoſition to a divine inſtitution, making ma- 
giſtrates co-rivals with the Mediator, even when 
cloathed with the ſpoils. of his ſupremacy, have been 
left, in righteous judgment, to impugn both his prieſtly 
and kingly offices, in their ſcriptural extent; the one, 
in their debate with Mr Mair, on the extent of Chriſt's 
death, where, in their act, 8th Aprz/ 754, they af. 
ſert, that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt became the federal 
bead and repreſentative, an undertaking ſurety, and 
ſacrificing, interceeding high-prieſt, a Redeciner, in 
ſum, a Mediator only to the elect, &c In this new 


confeſſion of their faith, they, (like the compoſers of 


the teſt in the laſt period) in order to blend contra- 
dictions, ſet one point of truth to militate againſt, and 
.overthrow'ancther. That he is the Saviour of the ele 
only, as to the event, efficacy and ends of conſummate 
falvation, is not denied; neither is that the point of 
debate betwixt them, and their oppoſites: We believe 
the elect only ſhall; according to the eternal decree, 
.obtain eternal alvation.; but hence to. infer, as they 
do, that the Mediator is a Redeemer, ſacrificing, in- 
terceeding hiph-prieſt, a ſurety, federal head and re- 


preſentative to them only, is not only without foun- 


dation or precedent, in any ſtandards of orthodox chur- 
ches as yet exhibited to the world, (whatever detached 
ſentences, contrary to their maniteſt ſcope, they may 
cite for their purpoſe) but allo is ex preſly and expli- 
citly contradictory to. the divine teſtimony of a Tri- 
nity of. perſons, lp eaking to us in the ſcri iptures, L'i%e 
Ix. 25 — Jobs iv. 42.— Rom. iii. 25. and v. 8. — 2 Cor. 
18.—Heb. ii 9.—1 John | ii. 2. and iv. 14 Cc. Sc. 


why it is manifeſt, he is exhibited under all theſe re- 
lations above faid, to mankind ſinners as ſuch, being, 


by 


L 2 


by the father's appointment, and his own voluntary 
conſent in the everlaſting covenant, before all time, 
conſtituted Mediator, including all theſe relations un- 
der that character, and ſo held forth in the goſpel 
(which is a tranſcript, or copy of the covenant of re- 
demption) to mankind in general, as their official Sa- 
viour, a propitiation for their fins, a fin-offering, 
which every ſinner may come to, and lay their hand 
upon his head, thereby viewing their {in and guilt trans- 
ferred upon him, and expecting forgiveneſs according 
do the promiſe, Lev. iv. 31. in virtue of this atone- 
ment offered up for them by divine appointment : Thus, . 
like the brazen ſerpent, he is exhibited as a public ge- 
| neral remedy to the faith of all the ſtung family of A- 
7 
F 


dam, who, without diving into God's ſecrets, whe- 

ther they be elect or not, are bound to believe, with 
1 an appropriating faith, that Chrilt is made fin for them 
1 in particular, it being a truth aſſerted by the God of 
t truth, that cannot deceive, A Cor. v 21. This was 
e doctrine in Luther“ days, on Gal. p. 270 by 
f which the proteſtant church triumphed over antichriſt ; 


e vea, this was the doctrine by which light, in ſo great 
' a meaſure, broke in upon this poor darkened church, 
in the late controverly upon the Marrow, where, from 


- holy Culverwell, faith is defined from John iii. 16. 
* wean That God the Father, moved by nothing but 
„„ his free love to mankind loſt, hath made a deed of 
— 1 gift and grant of his Son, Chriſt Jeſus, unto man- 
d « kind, that whoſoever, of all mankind, ſhall receive 
this gift by a true and lively faith, he ſhall not pe- 
riſh, but have everlaſting liſe.“ This definition they 
- I} have renounced by a ſubtle ſophiſtical diſtinction, to 
make it ſpeak the language of their new doctrine. See 

F. Of theirchicanry expoſed by Mr. Mair, Reaf. of Dif]. p. 105. 
That other article in the Marrow with notes, p. 170. 
60, tell every man, here is good news for him, 
£ in particular, Chriſt is dead for him, &c.” cannot 
2) I qJuadrate with this new ſcheme of theirs, of a precep- 
| tive 
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ve polpel, to which faith at an a@ of ET Met: and 

| love as an act of choice, fulfilling this precept or gol- 
pPel call (which is all the intereſt they allow ſinners in 
| the goſpel offer) the perſon thus obeying, may claim 
the price of redemption as his, Kraſ. of Dill p. 38, 
which is juſt Baxter's ſcheme, turning the galpel into 

a new law, the condition of which is faith, fo turns 
the covenant of grace into a covenant of warks. only be- 
lueving is put in place of doing; yea, it is Socini- u, ho 
maintain believing and obeying required; in the goſpel is the 
ſame thing ; ; thus they have fallen into the mice they ar 
endeayouring to puſh others into. It is maniteſt, thro" 

1 4 the whole of this controverſy, they are con! tantly dif- 
covering their bias to Baxterian principles, in making 
ſinners place their confidence upon their own act of 
faith, as fulfilling the condition of the goſpel, as ac- 
quiring a right and property thereby to Chriſt, to 

$ 'whom they can have no other claim, as they entirely 

* _ renounce, diſclaim, and treat with horrid contempt, 

is that claim or ground of faith which God has given fa, 

11 ners in the goſpel, 12g. made his Son, as Mediator, ſin 

br. for them, a Saviour, a propitiation for thein ; that bis 

'  , ' geath and ſatisfaction is a ground of faith to every one 

bo | that hears the goſpel, as for them in particular, blood 

* ] ſhed for them, Chriſt dead for them to come to, re- 

1 ceive and accept, as having an undoubted right, by the 

RES | father's deed of gift of him unto. all mankind, in whole 

room he acted as a Prophet, Prieſt and King, 1 Ce. 

J -* i. 30. On this their undoubted claim is founded, 

boaſting in works or acts of faith excluded, yet ground 

and warrant given for the fulleſt aſſurance and appro- 
priation of faith to the greateſt of ſinners, and a ſolid 

5 foundation laid for true gloriation; he that glarieth, 

» _ « tet him glory in the Lord, ver. 31. Jer. ix. 22, 24 

_ "_ But ſeceders, by their new doctrine, renouncing this 

j foundation of an aſſured and appropriating faith, (which 
was the faith ſworn to, and the doubtſome faith 1 


* as contrary thereunto, was abjured in our 
ene 
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"metioral covenant) build their aſſurance, which they 4 * 
would fain keep the name of, when they have loſt the 

thing, upon their faith and the actings thereof, which, 

as it is a y fluctuating ground, lo it is not the Ad \ 


6 rance ſworn to by our church in the national covenant, 

that aſſurance ariſing from the object, as light does 

4 from the ſun, aud is as inſeparable from him, when- 

b enjoyed by the church, as light is from the na- 

? tural ſun, when maniteſted to the world. But 

4 ſeceders and Palemon are not at fo great a diltance and ny 

\ / yariation in point of faith, as they ſeem; for, as the 4 

: one tounds their appropriation upon their acts of faith, \ 

* which is taking their marks by the moon, and ſo fal- 

5 } ling back int6 that antichriſtian error of a doubtſome- 

1 faith abjured in our covenants; the other, from a heart 

T batred, and deteſtation of the proteſtant doctrine ſworn „ 
a therein, and malicious rage againſt theſe ſacred oaths, 9 
14 renounces appropriation altogether out of his definition ok 

5 of faith, which when done, tho' it were an univerſal 

1 bound fach as to all the articles of divine revelation, 


centering in the perſon of the Meſſiah, yet, without 

* appropriation or application, it amounts to no more 
1 than the faith of devils, who are ſounder in a dogma- 
tic faith than all the ſectaries of the day. The lece- 

0 ders, by their new doctrine, deprive the viſible church 


0 of a Head and Saviour, who (as they ſay) ſtands on- 
2 ly in theſe relations to the elect, (who are an inviſible 
4 | ſociety) conſequently, there can be no true conſtitute 


viſible church, unleſs they could be got all elect, which 
it the preſumptuous quagmire the ſectarics fall into, 
who are become judges of mens conkiences and'itates, 
and fo judges of the law, 74. iv. 11. With them alſo, 
the ieceilion take away all ground of conviction of 
guilt trom golpel deſpiſers; for if Chriſt, by his Fa- 
ther's appointi nent, ſtands in no relation to ſinners, as 
ſuch, antecedent to their believing in him, then fin» 
ners, as ſuch, cannot receive him as their Saviour, . |: 
neither do rejectors fin againſt the law in refuſing him, _ - 
king, by the ſeceition s new ſcheine, they have no q 
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legal right to him; and a man cannot be ſaid to fin, 
in refuſing that which the law has given him no right, 
title to, nor intereſt in, prior to his acceptance; yea, 
it would be vitious intromiſſion, to accept without this 
right. As for that legal Neonomian Baxterian figment 
of theirs, »iz. goſpel claims being founded upon goſ- 
pel calls, 'tis a blind to impoſe upon their implicit 
followers, and hide their errors; ſeeing there is no ſuch 
thing, as any call, offers or commands in the goſpel, 
ſcparate from that great object, Chriſt crucified for ſin- 
ners. All the calls, offers or commands in the bible, 
terminate in him as their center, pointing and refer- 
ving to him as the object, in whom (by the Father's 
authority) ſinners are required, obteſted, beſeeched 
and commanded, to believe as their Saviour, who died 
for them Again, (according to the ſeceſſion's new 
principles) if Chriſt died for the ele& only, then the 
gle only can have warrant to believe in him, and 
their election is abſolutely neceſſary to be known to 
them before they can believe ; otherways, the faith 
of the ele& themfelves cannot be accounted for, but 
by a miraculous immediate revelation, by which they 
tay their hearers open to enthuſiaſm : And indeed Mr. 
Gib, their leader, is briſkly leading them the way, 
if we compare what they ſay, as cited by Mr. Mair, 
in Keaſ. of diſſ. p. 83. —© A glorious and ſweet light 
4 from him (Chriſt) as the Sun of righteouſneſs, which 
& gets entrance into the eye of faith; and Chriſt is 
revealed in the perſon, as preſently made his own by 
. free and actual gift which faith believes ;” with 
Mr. Gib's deſcription of faith, Caſe laid open, p. 38. 
& And the application and appropriation thus made 
„ by faith, is noway founded upon the perſon's faith, 
& nor upon any thing in or about the perſon, nor up- 
« on any views of the death of Chriſt, as formerly de- 
ſigned for him in the covenanted intendment there- 
4 of; but is wholly founded upon the preſent exhibt- 
tion of a crucified Chriſt, as every way fuited to all 
& his caſe and need, c. Theſe, and many. ſuch 2 

ges 
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ſages that might be cited, plainly diſcover an enthu- | 


Gaſtic ſpiri”, quaker-iike ; we have here a Chriſt pre- 
ſently communicated as a fee gift, by à Chriſt reveal- 
ing himſelf to the perſon ſecretly, and as ſeparate from 
any deed of git made to us in e terual revelation, 
whic- is always treated with contempt and ridicule, 


as 4 vain ground of faith in ſome objective univer/ati- 


ty of redemption as to purchaſe, p. 9. lſo here the 
act ſcems to exiſt before the object ſo an enthuſiaſtia 


faith creates its object; the faith here deſcribed, ter- 


minates, or is built upon ſenſe, a Chriſt within them, 
not a Chriſt, as held forth by the Father in the writ- 
ten word, made over to mankind ſinners, as a ſlain 
Saviour for them, which the ſpirit applies in a day of 
converſion, whereby the foul puts o its ſeal, that God, 


in his written record concerning his Son, is true, 


1 John v. 11. But here we ſee in oppolition to this, 
(becauſe, ſays Mr, Gib, it would have reſpect to the 


. Geath of Chriſt; as formerly de figned-for him in the co- 
ve nanted intendment there of,) it is wholly founded up 


the preſent exhibition of à cruciſied Chriſt. I this doc- 
trine has not 4 maniteſt tendency to enthuſiaſm, then 
Saltmarſh, quakers and ſectaries, may be vindicated. - 

'Tis to be feared, the conſequence of ſuch bold, 
bram-lick notions, intruded upon people in place of 


the goſpel, will produce a boliter of goats hair, ſub- 
ſtitute in the place of the true David; and that, in 


the midſt of this miſt. of error and hereſy now ram 


pant, profeſſors, will have cauſe to lay, what Mary, 


upon another occaſion, aid, They have taken away 
my Lord and | know not where they have laid him: 
Meantime, the ſeceſſion, by their new doctrine, neceſ- 
farily render themſelves liable to the charge againſt 
theſe falſe prophets in the latter days, 2 Pet. ii. 1. 
who privily bring in damnable hereſies, even denying, 
the Lord that bought them, and bring: upon them- 
felves ſwift deſtruction. -- Like all herefies; they not 
only contradict the word of God, abanden and apo 

C2 Nati 


* 


7 


as <Y + 4 28 By | | , 


-ſtatize from their former doctrines, when defending 
the Marrow controverſy, in their act anent the doctrins 
.of grace, but allo. contradict themſelves ſhamelelsly ; 
Hr it paſſes the underſtandings of men, to reconcile 
the firſt fix propoſitions of this new confethon. of the 
ſeceders faith, with the ſeventh ;—A kinſinan Redeem- 
er ſtanding in an equal undiſtinguiſhed relation to man- 
1 kind ſinners as fach —and yet neither their federal 
N 8. head, repreſentative, undertaking ſurety, noptact ificing 
| High. prieſt, is ſuch a contradiction in terms, às, I con- 
- .cetve,' it Will take all the ſophiſtry Mr. Gib is capable 
1 of, or even his maſter Caſtanius, to reconcile ; but I 
1 leave them under the doom of hereticks, Tit. iii. 0, 11, 
| he other, 2#z. his kingly office, they expreſly 
impugn ig this controverly with diſſenters anent ma- 
f gittrary; yea, it was for the ſupport of their errors on 
F this head, that they changed their principles upon the 
. prieſtly office of Chriſt, and thereby renounced the. 
13 foundation pritetples N the golpel, in the external ad- 
miniſtrations thereof, viz. the death of Chriſt exht- 

- bited as a grovnd of faith to alt and every one of man- 

kind {:nners, which, in a OY with what was 
called Marrow doctrine, they had formerly held and 
preached up; but now, ſeceing the connection be- 
4wixt'the univerlal extent of the death of Chrift, and 

his univerſal kingdom our ded thereon, F hip. it. 8, 

'—10 and that, if it be granted that the Mediator is 

an official high-priett to the vifible church, it neceſſa- 

my follows, that he mult alio be their King, Judge 

and law-piver, not only in his inv iſible reign over the 

fouls of his ele, but in his viſible government over 

p - vs viſible charth; compoſed of both el-& and repro- 
*® : bate, in ioftituting laws and ordinances for the exter- 
| nal civil polity of his church, as well as her eceleſiaſtic 
I ? : Polity ; ſeeing this, they fairly, or rather toully quit- 
„ ted both, rather than be found inconſiſtent with tnem- 
(- 5 ſel ses in their eraſtian tenets, anent magiſtrates being 
„ Le wm with the Mediator: And diſſenters, with 
„ 240 hom 
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whom they have this controverſy; td their indelihle 


ſhame, yield up their ſtrength to this heretical ſe, by 
denying the Mediator to be the inſtitutor of magi- 


ſtracy, and conſequently, that magiſtracy is not a di- 
vine poſitive inſtitution, but an human ordinance, found- 
ed upon that Utopian dream, of a fictitious law. of na- 


ture; ſo coaleſcing, in a fundamental error, with Ar- 


minians, Peiſts and Seceders, giving up the covenanted 
cauſe, at leaſt, in its progreſſive reformation of that 


part thereof anent magiſtracy, as a divine teſtimony, 
or the teſtimony of Jeſus, and only pleading it as a hu- 


man cauſe and civil privilege, attained by. the wreſt-- 
lings of our fathers, which being attained by one ge- 


neration, may be given. up by another without fun ;- 
and ſo our covenanted cauſe is ſtript of its chief 
ſtrength, vr. Divine authority, as the foundation of 


both the miniſtry and magittracy, ſworn. to in our na- 
tional and ſolemn league and covenant. To conelude 
this head, it hence appears, that the charge ſtands re- 


levant and proven againſt ſeceders, and all ſuch as 


plead this doctrine of an abſolute God, in an ex traſe- 
de ral relation with mankind, being the inſtitutor of the 
ordinance of magiſtracy, and the diſpenſer of fav 
unto mankind in general, and to the viſible church in 
particular, 22. That with the great autichriſt they 


blaſpheme God, they blaſpheme the name of God, 


viz. his eternal Son, as cloathed with the character of 
Mediator, in whom his eſſential name is, and by whom 
only he reveals himſelf: to. the world, in whatever de- 
grees they enjoy it. 8 ; 
Their third propoſition is, Their denying magiſtra- 
ey to be. a: divine. politive inſtitution, and fo is not 
from Chriſt:as. Mediator. They are ſo mad upon this 


* 


idol of theirs, viz. The law of nature, that they at- 


tribute a poſitive inſtitution to it, tho they tell us not 
where it is to be found; (for all theſe initances they 


give us of people's natural inclinations to moral acts 


aud privileges, are but the overflowings of the 
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© nant of grace, in its univerſal extent; to thoſe without 
tze pale to the viſibte church, conveyed to them by 


the operations of the ſpirit of Chriſt without ordinan- 
ees, as a ſpirit of power, by means-of tradition from 


1 


the church.) Vet, ſo bold are they, as to make the 


poſiti ve inſtitutions of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt of the or- 


- dinance of magiſtracy, Deut. xvii. 15. — Nom. xiii. c. 


ſubſervient to this law of nature of theirs, as if the 


great lawpiver had ſurrendered up his right to the peo- 
 ple's inclinations, to chooſe for themſelves, what they, 
in their wiſdom, thought beſt, and had added his ſan- 
- tion to ſuch choice, without any regard to the quali- 
- fications, or limitations contained expreſly im his own. 


word, as defining the office. This is a bold and da- 
ring inſult upon divine revelation, and yet is the very 


way by which they endeavour to pervert the {cope and 


intent of theſe ſcriptures, to make them ſerve their 


turn in the preſent debate. 

There can be nothing more evident, than that the: 
Þirit of God; in Deut. xvii. 15.—2 Sam. xxiii. 3. 
ec. defines the magiſtrate's office by the qualifications 
eſſential to it ; and that Rom: xiii 1. 4. is a goſpel 
confirmation or renovation of. the foreſaid inſtitution, 
expreſly under the ſame eſſential qualifhcatio/.s and 


limitations contained in the old teftament, by tlie 


ent lawgiver, who came not to deſtroy the law, 


. but to fulfil all righteouſneſs, Matth: v 17.— 
But the ſeceſſion, like jugglers by this hocus pon, of 
their law of. nature, can nullify the whole of the di- 


vine inſtitutions, ſtripping them of their eſfentt:] qua- 


-Hfications' impoſed by divine authority, and tell us, 


that, notwithitanding of theſe qualifications being re- 
moved, the eſſence of the office remains, and, by this 
eternal law of theirs, it cannot vague, neither can a- 


ny apoſtacy ſtrip the people of a power and right to 


chuſe ſuch magiſtrates, and ſo qualified as they think 


the laws and ordinances of God by their traditions. 


st: Thus, like the Phariſees of old, they make void 
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The magiſtrate s office is as expreſly defined as the er- 
dinance of the goſpel miniſter, and the qualifications 
and limitations preſcribed by divine authority, are e- 
qually eſſential to both: It is therefore one of the ſe- 
ceſſion's tricks of their law of nature, to diſpenſe with 
the one, but ſtrenuouſly aſſert the other, and that to 


ſerve their own turn, in maintaining the authority of 


their perſons in the eonſciences of the people: Howe- 
ver, in their definition of the magiſtrate's office, and 
diſtinction betwixt it and the miniſterial office, they 
fall into the diteh of ſectarian error, and hereſy, in re- 
ſtricting the civil office to the ſecond table of the law, 
Vind. page 69. yea, making the people not only. the 
chanye} of the conveyance of the office by: election, 
(which is all that is allowed them) but alſo blaſptic- 
mouſly. afſerting them to be the authors or fountain of 
the inſtitution itſelf, looſing the magiſtrates relation 
and obligation of ſubjection to Jeſus Chriſt as lawgiver 


altogether, page 70: Where there is no relation, there 


can be no obligation of obedience to the Mediator 
laws, which is the doctrine of the ſeceſſion ; which, if 
it be not a direct i impugning the Mediator's authority, 
exprelly revealed in ſcripture, and an explicit contra- 


dition of him, I know not what is. Orthodox di- 


vines, in agreeableneſs to-icripture; have always defi- 
ned the magiſtrate's office, or power, to be keeper and 


avenger of both tables of the law: If lo, it. neceſſarĩ- 
ly and natively follows, he has his office from the Me- 


diator, and the intrinſical end of his office is a ſuper- 


natural good ;. both which points Rutherford proves 


in his Die right, page 94 —403 My. Knox, in hs 
letter from Deppe, relative to the civil govern nent, 
fays, „Nothing ſhall ever deliver the land but the 

4 goſpel ;* and a goſpel magiſtracy is the foundation of 
national | deliverance. Remarkable to this purpoſe 
are the words of grave Mr. Robert rleeming, in his 
fulfilling oc the ſcriptures, page 320. 1 © lt is ve» 
= clear from the leripture, that, in the lat days, 
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* power and tyranny of antichriſt, he ſhall then ap- 
& pear in à warlike poſture, (which John had ſhewed 
4 to him, Ker xix. 2, 14) as one upon the head 
& of his forces, with his veſture dipped in blood, to 
& ſhew, when once the war is begun againſt his ad- 
« verſary, and this lign of the tribe of Judah begins 


& to rouſe hiafelf up, what a terrible appearance he 


ee will have in that undertaking; and it is clear, that 
4 the Lord hath declared, in this his counſel and will, 


ce that his ſon Chriſt ſhould, in che latter times, take 


« unto himſelf his great power and reign, Rev xi, 
«© 17. yea, cauſe the world to know him to be head 


* of principalities and powers, as well as of the 


ec church; tor his glory in this truth as a king; which 
« former ages ſeemed in ſo great. a meaſure to rde 
e muſt then clearly ſhine forth.“ What follows in 

this paragraph, is ſo applicable to- the ſeceſſion, in their 
principles of oppoſition to the doctrine of Chrift*; 


kingly office, extending to both civil and eccleſiaſtick 


ordinances here aſſerted, as if it had been wrote ye- 
Kerday ;. or that Mr. Fleeming, by a ſpirit of pro- 


pbecy, had them in his eye; he ſays, © I truly think 


men's appearing with ſuch violence and rage againſt 
“ ſo concerning a truth, now in thoſe days, doth pro- 
« miſe ſome eminent appearance of the Lord therein; 
and that he ſhall yet more ſolemnly afſert the tame 
«© before the world. Amen.” {t cannot juſtly be de- 


nied, that it is the Mediator, by his Spirit, ſpeaking, 


Deut. xvii. 4.— 20. and 2 Sam xxili. 2, 3, 4 

the inſtitution of magiſtracy is there given; neither 
ean it be refuſed, that the limitations and qualiticati- 
ons therein. contained are eſſential to the office: He 


muſt be a brother, both natural and religious; ſo no- 


ſtranger either by birth or religion: tHe mult be a 
chriſtian, one fearing God, juſt, ruling in the fear of 
God; fo neither a heathen, antichriſtian, heretick, 
vor apoſtate, who caſt off the law and ward of God, 


2 JETER Chriſt is to raiſe his church from under the 
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which is the rule of that fear by which mägig rates 


glorify him in their office; and Rom. xiii 1 — 7. 


no new inſtitution, but a renovation of the former in- 


{titution in the old teſtament, in all its moral parts 
and clauſes, {tripped of the typical and ceremonial ac- 
cidents that were peculiar to the Jews under. the law: 
The powers that be, are ſuch as have a moral heing 
by the preceptive will of God; not ſuch as have a 
phyſical being by his, providence ; for fo, the heathen. 

mapiſtracy are the ordinance of his hand; who, not- 
withſtanding, are not the inſtitution of his will; ; no. 
more than Satan, who is the god of this world, and 
rules not only jn the hearts of the wicked, but Is the 
head ot the keathen and antichriſtian government, 
both civil and eccleſiaſtiek, Rev. chap. xiii. Thele are 
the ſpiritual wickedneſſes in high places, Fphe/* vi. 12. 
that oppoſe the rule and government of our Lord 
Jelus Chriſt, who is the bleſſed and only potentate, 
the King of kings and Lord of lords, 1 Tim. vi. 5. 
in his viſible kingdom, &c. who are to be, by the 
further manifeſtation of the Mediator's power and glo- 
ry, (which in .his times he ſhall mew). deſtroyed and 
e:tirpated off the face of the earth, according to the 
Father's promiie to him in the everlaſting covenant, 
P/al. ii. 8. and Ixxil. 11. and Ixxxii. 8 - Daz vii, 
11.—2 Theſſ. ti. 8.—Rev. xiv. 14. and xix. 15, 16. 
The heathen and antichriſtian government, both civil 


and eccleſiaſtick, are fo immediately the objects of the 


Mediator's . that they are always branded with. 


ignominious titles and epithets throughout the whole. 


(criptures, viz. wolves, foxes, teopards, dogs, devils, 
bc. which are not the delignations applied to Jeho- 
Yah's inſtitutions. Hence, it is plain, there is no ſuch. 
thing as a divine wſtitution ef eicher magiſtracy or 
niniſtry, either civil or eecleſiaſtick government a- 
mongſt heathen or even ant ichriſtian nations, EY in 
tbeſe reſpects, left unto their own corrupt wills, 


8 the government of the prince of the my of the 
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#iy, Eph, ii; 2. It h true, he that rules the adde, | 
doth, by his providence, put chem into thele places of 
power, and over-rules all their ations for his own pur- 
poles: He anoints an Hazael and a Cyrus, the one to ex- 
ecute his juſtice and wrath againſt his own proteiling 
people for their apoſtacy, idolatry, and hypocriiy ; the 
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other to execute his wrath upon Babylon, and to be 


the init.ument of his church's deliverance : He ſet up | 
Nebuchadnezzar as his hammer over all the nations; | 
and yet, when come to himſelf, this man acknow- ; 
ledges, Dan. iv. 7. That the Moft High ſets up over 
the ations the baſeit of men. The devil is made the 

inſtrument of the ediator's executive power in the 
ſentence of excoinmunication from the church; but | 
none will be ſo mod as to aſſert, he is therefore an ine 


ſtituted officer, according to the preceptive will ef t 
Cod, to whom obedience, for conſcience ſake, is due, 2 


as the powers that he; as the feceders affert concern- 
ing Satan's lieutenant aud viceroy, the heathen and 
antichriſtian powers, whom God has eſtabliſhed for the) 
correction of his rebellious people. and. for the trial 
of faith, Hab. i. 12. The heathen and antichriſtian 
domination, or government, are appointed, or rather 
permitted as a curſe to mankind in general, and a 
ſcourge and pl:gue to the church in particular, being 
« . bouudlefs, arbitrary tyranny, acting accor- 
ding to their own luſts over both bodies and ſouls of 
men, for the advancing of particular perlenal inte⸗ 
reſts, in fleihly pride, carnal ſtate aud glory, directiy 


6 20 


oppolite to the law of God and light of the true law IM ' 
of niture; an exact deſcription of which we have Wt * 
from the Mediatons own mouth, by Samuel, « Sam. Wh & 
Vii. 11.—18. therefore, when Gele a government is Wl )* 
choſen by his people, or plied tor, the Lord exprelly Wl © 
charges them with rejecting his govern nent, chat he 0 
Mould not reign over them, ver. 7. and in judgment, I 
delivers them up to their own will, as a puniſhment; 5 

C 


133 3 


3 ; 

: ung any lawful relation betwixt them, as magiſtrats 
4 and fabjet, or ſuch duties required, as that relation 
; infers, accordiug to the divine inſtitution for conſci- 
5 ence fake, we find the ſcriptures require of his people, 
- in ſuch a caſe; 

e 1. To be ſenſible of God's hand, in ſubjecting them 
to ſuch a plague and puniſhment for their fins, Les. 


xxvi. 7. Judges ii. 14. Deut. xxvili. 48. 2 Kings 
xvii. 19. J. x. 5. and xlii. 24. P/al. cvi. 41.—43. 


2. To look upon them as a plague, judgment, and 
curſe, groaning and complaining under the burden, as 
ut under the lion's paw, Neh. ix. 36. 37. 
ne 3. To accept of the puniſhment of their fins, and 
of W to be humbled under the mighty hand of God, Les. 
ie, ri. 49, 41+ Mic, vii. 9. , | 
n- 4. To cry unto the Lord for help and deliverance, 
nd W and to uſe all lawful means according to their power, 
hs for that end, Fxod. ii, 23.—25. Judges iii. 9.—20. 
ial Pad. Ixxii. 12. 2 Kings xi. 4. 

5. To repent and turn from their provoking ſins, 
1 Kings vill. 46.— 48. Fer. xvii. 9, 10, Dan. ix. 5. 
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6. To groan and long more earneſtly for the righte- 
dus rule, dominion and government of Jeſus Chriſt 
the mediator, who on this account, viz. in putting an 
end to heathen and antichriſtian tyranny and oppreſſi- 
on, is the deſire of all nations, Hag. ii. 6, 7. Rer. 
vi. 9.——11. the coming of whoſe kingdom and go- 
vernment according to the promiſe, being the only 
ground of faith, hope and expectation for the church's, 
yea, the nations being delivered from the oppreſſions 
and deluſions of Heathen, Mahumetan and Antichri- 
tian governments, both civil and eccleſiaſtick, P/al. 
Ixxii, Dan. vii. 14, 15. Rev. ii. 27. and xi. 15.—18. 
and xvii. 14. and xix. 1t.——2T. But as the ſcceſ- 
lon's principles expreſly impugn, contradict and blaſ- 
pheme this {criptural-principle of the Mediator's ſupre- 


MACY - 


4 


as being inſtitutor of both the offices of mi iſtry and, 


princii es, contrary expreſly to [/ath i. . Thi 


E 


U over all cauſts and perſons, civil -or eceleſiaſtichy 


Ty 


magiſtracy in his church: So they blaſpheme his b 
nacle, by den nying g theſe his inſtitutions, and alſa his 
ſaints, or thoſe that dwell in heaven, not only by abs 
perſing their characters, as rebels, enemies to Czlar, 
and anti-government men, c but they alſo, bl bl 
pheme the name of Cod, in impugning his promilgy 
like the church's enemies ir all periods, Micah vii. 10% 
F/al. xlii. 3, to. and lxxic. o. > 1 et fi. 4. 6% 
thereby depriving the ſaints of the foundations of their 
faith and hope, Eſal xi. . For it the Mediator 5g 
not à king, in the utmoſt e telt of that offce; if hg 
be not the inſtitutor of both the vil and eccleſiaſtick Ml 
oſſices of both magiſtracy and miniſtry, to which all 
men as individuals, and all nations as ſocieties, ag 
called by the voice of the goſpel to ſubmit, rhe 
there can be no promilc: of a reformed magiſtracy ig 
all the bible, which is the very import of the-ſecedery 
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they cut off all hope, 4 all the promiſes are nd 
only in him yea and amen, but to him as the ultimats 
object thereolʒ next to the glory of the Father. (The 
Father's glory being manifeſted 1nd advanced only by 
the manifeſtation and advancement of the Mediatark 
kingdom, F/al. Ixxxix., 19.- 7. —— Joh xi. 28 
which promiſes the ſeceders, with the deiſts, impugll 
and renounce, if, (is they ſay) tue mediator - has not 
inltituted magiſtracy. But further, they join nth 
chriſt ia principle and practice, according to the term 
of this text, in blaſpheming the inhabitants of heaven 


i The members of the church of Chriſt in forme 


periods, by dragging them in to j-in them in this de 
iſtical principle, contrary to the ſcope of their ſuccelſiy! 
teſtimonies, in their witnelling againſt the Antichnl 
ſtian uſurpation and domination over both the unt 


bodies of men. Tho' the ſcope of their whole a& 
che eourſe of refor en. ev dently militatesagaini : 


princh 


1 37 J 
priatipte, as may appear from the fir reformation 99 
dad in their joint endeavours to bring the magiſtrate “ 
; nice up to the pattern held fort! ts us in the/ mount 
of divine revelation : This appears from Contefion © 
Faith i 569, artiele 24. The coronation Dath, Mr, Kno- * 
propo 2 ſit ion, contai ved in ſecond b. aſt, Buchanun's jure 
rent, & Ke. The ſcope of the ſecond period from 
1628, till 1649, was the fame, as gppears from the- 
a and folemu league and covenant, with the 
coronation oath, being eſtabliſhed as the fandamental | 
aws and conſtitution of both church and ſtate: Mr, | 
Georg: Cilieſpie in his Aarons red, ſeems to favour 
this princ iple of theirs, of which chey greatly triumph, 
mo there is Bo reaſon, as all men are liable to err; 
8 ; the law and to the te imony, Ie. viii. o being ihe 
N 5 infalkble rule and guide. Mr. Cilieſtie, tho! his 
im was good, erred in aſſertiug magiſtracy from the 
law of nature, denying the ofhce as of divine, poſitive . 
ir{t;rntion, no more than a carter or a wrights G. 
aa in a allerting a twofold kingdom to Chriſt, the 
ne exercited by him as God, and the other by bim as 
Meds itor ; whole arguings cn theſe points were juſtly 
confated by Mr. Sung ard Mr. Rutherfordas ,bovecited, 
and feveral other eminent men of that period, in de- 
icnce of the oppoſite principle, viz. the magiſtrate's office 
[GW "_ from Chriſt as Mediatior ; fuch as Ball on the 
:nant, Dr. Fown?s, Blende. 175, &c Cited by Nic hard 
B arte on this head, in his piece upon infzut baptiſm, 
e 276. But t' is can be aid fo far in defer ce 
Hr. Gilleſpie, that however he erred in this point, . 
(cope, end and deſign was quite oppoſits to the 
leceliow $; viz. inc ulcating an unitive, conjur ion 
betwwixt the church. aud her ah jured enemies, agaiuft 1 
eh he not only wrote in his caſe of conſcience, but 1 
gie witneſſing ia his laſt teſtimouny, 164. in that 
ntroverty with Zuſſey and £ Dolman, he W 8 inpugn- 
the erattian principle of the m igiſtrate s ulurp ing 
2 excrcile and power of the keys ; this Was goods, 


, 


* 
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tho he choſe. an unhappy n,edinm to_ attain his.end, 


- by denying the office and inſtitution of ma giſtracy al- 
th, vether, and fo impugning the Mediator's legiſla- 


tive authority ; from which principles, the eraſtian 
errors can be far better aud eaher confured. But 
the ſeceſſion, by their eſt abliſhing a relation betwixt 
chriſtian fubjects, and a magiſtrac y alluming and 
exerciug the blaſphemous eraitiza fupremacy, mani- 
feſtly endeavour to eſtablim and perpetuate eraſtianiſim ; 
which Mr. Gille/pie was endeavouring, (tho! by mil- 
taken means) to overthrow... But. the ſeceiſion's im- 
cavern and eftrantery is moſt to be adinired, in their 


attemp ing to bring in, by whatever meane, right or 
wrong: our confe!lors and martyrs in the Jalt period, 


from 166, till 16 ws, into their camp and cauſe. 
"This ſhews their boldue — that as they ire aſhamed of 
2 E, the groſſeſt fa Mac and mconiiftencies that 
may lecin to lupport the cxute; to their preſunption 
3 uch upen the als-like ſtopic ity of their followers, as 
that they can cram the groſlelt error, untruths and 
inconſiſtencies they pleaſe down their thronts. Let a- 
ny conſult the Hiud let logg, page 2 1.— 219. where 
the {cope of the is eng, and the ſufferi. 1g 
churchs's prin 1etples of oppoſition thereunto, are pur- 
poſely and briefly ſotr N up; and fee with what face 
the ſecelllon can plead a {wnenels of prindipte with 
them; but revolicrs art p1 Ama to make flauyhter, 
and the unjuſt know no ſhame, 

What is ſtill more avdacious, is their pleadiag an 
ones of ſentinent on this point, with that em3- 
nent and faltitul mon of Chriſt, Mr. !-onald Car- 
gil, .w ho | dach in his living and dying teſtimony, ſeal- 
ed this point of truth as explicit!) as any in his 


day. g 
But, 2s the ſeceſſion, in this great foundation ar- 


WH 


tine of our faicn, aremanieitly and declarediy heres 
CO ; bo, like bereticks in every age, they cite the er- 


rort, faults, failings and ihort-comings of the church, 
*. relting ; rowerds a further degres ot refor:aation, 2s 
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G land againſt Salmafius, has unanſwerably defended | 


- — 29 J | 
rules and examples to be eſtabliſhed and followed, eontra- 
ry to the ſcope and tendency of theſe” their wreſtlings.. 
Tbus, tho' the church of Chriſt in Britain, in their pu- | 
blic actings manifeſted in our covenants, and other mu. 
blic laws of both church and ſtate; eſtabliſſied as the fun- 
damental laws of the land, which no ſucceeding powers 
can lawfully reſcind, were aiming at a perfect reformati- 
on of both mag tracy and miniſtry, in both the ecele- 
ſiallick and civil/ government of churchꝭ and ſtate; yet 
there were many things in their conduct that ſeem to 
be inconſiſtent with that ſcope, which cannot be pled 
for as exemplary, to be followed by their ſucceſſors, 
but as rocks of danger to be.avoided, on which the 
Lord, in his holy and juſt indignation, {{t ſignal marks 
of his diſpleaſure: Such as their continued adherence 
to Charles J. his title and intereſt, whilit fighting a- 
gain't his tyrannical ufurpations over both church and 
ſtate; and when by his irreclaimable obſtinacy and en- 
mity, he was marked out by the Lord as a ſon of 
death, juſtly ſuffering that ſentence according to the 
divine law, tho' inflicted by the hands of the ſecta- 
ries, the preſbyterians were ſo mad upon this idol of 
a king, after the manner of the nations, as not on- 
ly to defend his title, after a manifeſt forfeiture. there- 
of, but to proteſt againſt the execution of the law up- 
on him for the tyrrany and blood with which he had 
overwhelmed and defiled* the Lord's covenanted land. 
The act was, like Jehu's, materially good, as being a- 
greeable to the laws of God and the land, tho“ for- 
mally unjuſt, as being done by ſectari in and unlawful 
power. Milton, in his defence of the people of Eng- 


and juſtified this deed, which the ſeceſſion ſhould have 
firſt confuted before they had fo preſumptuouſly cons _— 
demned it. As for the church of Scotland's 5 elpouſing 1 
and aſſerting the title of his ſon Charles II. the evil | 
and puniſhment thereof was written as with a ſunbeam. 
a all the diſpenſitions of divine providence deer 
nation, from anne 1654 till the revolution an 

f D. 2. 


er bad r of it, not only from the- 


YT more faithful witneſſes amongſt themſelves,” ſuch as the 
remonſtrators, &c. but alſo from Oliver Cromwel, the 
, "Inſtrument of their puniſhment-z whoſe ſucceſs in his 
"Invaſion of Scotland, may ſafely be attributed to their 
"great ſin on that head, and who, like Pharaoh Necho, 
2 Chron, xxxv 21, 22 ſpoke truth, both in teſtifying 
to them their inconſiſtency, in eſpouſing the title aud 
intereſt of the bead of malignants, as contrary to the 
"covenant, wherein they were ſolemnly boundtoextirpate 
malignants, and alſo foretold them what would be the 
event thereof; which accordingly. came to pals, viz. 
that he would ſet his foot upon t! eir necks. As for the 
conduct of the nation after Charles I.. 's reſtoration, when. 
perjury, idolatry and profanity overwhelmed the land: 
like a deluge, fo as there was not the ſmalleſt veſtige 
_ of an argument left to defend the validity of the go- 
vernment, there can be no better reaſon given, than. 
chat the nation was as mad as their king, and delivered: 
up, inthe Lord's righteous judgment and holy indigna- 
"Hon, to an Iſſachar- like ſubjection and ſtupidity, as a pu- 
niſliment of their far, in ſeeking ſuch a king; and that 
they might learn by experience, the difference betwixt 
the righteous government of the Mediator to whom 
they had ſworn allegiancce, and the tyrannical go- 
vernment of the Antichriſtian nations, 2 Chron. Xii. 
8. ſuffciently and experimentally exemplified in, the 
domination of the two brothers, Charles and James: 
Yet this is the government, according to the ſeceders. | 
Yaw of nature, that they ſubject the conſciences of the. 
< ople unto, herein following Filmer their patron,, 
' -- only ſubſtituting the people's choice in place of his divine 
55 Inde feaſible hereditary right, tho“ both militate againſt 
| _—_ thedivi ine inſtitution of magiſtracy. The ſeceſſion, with 
equal ſophiſtry, pervert the teſtimonies of the ſufferers, 
in Naphthali, who tho the queſtion about the civil aus. 
Worit was not then ſo explicitly put as afterwarde, 
gp el not ſo immediately and directly the 


— of cheir n yet it is plain, 2 of 


! teftifnony was the ſame with. choſe after a. * 


wel, in maintaining the coyenants, as the fundament 
Liws of both church and ſtate ; and {6 the {© eripturer 
qualiſications therein contained: to be the eſſentials of 
the magiſtrate's office, the reſcinding of which was, is 
facto, a nullifying of their office. Yea, Mr James Mitchel + 

was as explicit on this head as any after bim, and was 
the.protomartyr- to this cauſe of a goſpel or ſeriptu- 

ral magiſtracy, as he was alſo of the point of truth, 

%. the divine right of the chriſtian people to the uſe 

and exerciſe of the ſword of juſtice for the puniſh-' 

ment of idolaters; both which he ſealed with his 
blood, under the vifble: influences of: the Spirit of 

Chriſt, and which are maniteltly conttary to the ſcope + 

of the ſeceſſion's principles. What they ſay anent Mr. 

Cargil, is a notoripus: piece of falſhood and ſophiſtry, 

to make him ſpeak their principles, contrary to his own 

expreſs declaration, where he ſays, What is of the” 2 
* efſence of-a thing, cannot be diſtinguiſhed 3 and to- 

1 diſtinguiſh where the law does not diſtinguiſh; 1 is but 

Da cheating of the conſcience. See his laſt ſpeech. 

Now, the eccleſiaſtick n was then, and ſtill 

is an eſſential of the crown, which cannot he ſeparated, 

by whatever diſtinction the ſeceſſion ſees ſit to make, 
from the civil title and »prerogative of the ſupreme 
magiſtrate. Mr. Carg and Mr. Cameron were one 

in principle; and he ſays, in his ſermon on V xlix. - 

24. page 12. ſpeaking of Charles's uſurpations, © That 
© it is impollible to manifeſt the royal prerogatives + 

of Jeſus Chriſt, and: manifeſthy avow ſo much as his # 

« (vis Charles s) civil rights; and ſince it is fo de- 

clared, that we muſt quit him as king, or Chriſt, in 

« deed. 1 am for this, for no king but Jeſus Chriſty /” | 
* ſince they will have none but Czſar.” . 

Mr. Cargil's ſentiments, yea tho ſentiments of er 
whole ſuffering remnant in that period, on this head, 
are particularly and explicitly exhibited betore the: 
world, in the Torwood excommunication, September 
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e ad that . Pa 13th-1680; Ken. . 


by ii dame of the Queensferty Covenant, from the 
flaes Where it was taken by the enemies, or Cargil': 


| Copenant, beegaſe' he was the penman of it; which, 
_ #8:cantaining the ſum and ſubſ ance, ſcope and ten- 
deny of the national covenant, and ſolemn league 
aud covepant, lands the church's te imony upon di- 
. Yine; revelation, both as to magitracy-and mini ry in 


2 their in{itution and exerciſe, which, to this day, re- 


mains to be the te imony of the true covenanted 


church of Chriſt in Scotland, and by which her cauſe 


-- Is manitfe%d to be indeed the teitimony of ſeſus, and 
the word of his patience, in acknowledging and a- 
vouching him as King and Lord paramount over all 


perſons, and in all cauſes, civil and ecclefiaſtick ; in- 
ſtitutyr of both magiracy and miniſtry, for the g- 
vernment of his viſible church in time, both in her ci- 
vil and eceleſial ick polity, being co-ordinate powers, 
ſubject and ſubordinate to himſelf alone, as their King 
and Lawgiver; whoſe laws revealed in the ſeriptures 
of the old and new te!lament, are the only rules and 


ſtatutes by which church Rt Tate: (under the influ-- 
ence of the promiſed” ſpirit, Joh#t xv.) are to be go- 


verned. This is that cauſe and te imony that diſ- 
tinguiſhes the true church of Chri't from all preten- 


ders whatever, and draws the line of ſeparation be- | 
twixt her and all falſe churches, whether popiſh, pre- 


latick. eraitian, or ſectarian: This is that eauſe, which, 


thro' the manifold, oppreſſive, and tyrannical en- 


croachments and uſürpations of the raging enemies 
upon the crown, rights, and royal prerogatives of our 


Lord Jeſus: Chri'ty and the privileges of bis church, 
"the Lord, in his infinite wiſdom; ſhut up che church 
unto, as the only mean of her deliverance, whieh-ac-” 
_ eordingly they had recourſe to, as their laſt and beſt 


reſort ;- and which, in theſe declarations, viz. Ruglen, 
— . 1679, * an et Cov.” June 12th 1680, 


ubar, June 324 yy _ Lanerk/- Jane 12th* 


168 2, 
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l ind — as 4 platform of that 
houſe the, Lord was about to build to himlelf in Seots-* 
land, after taking down of the old building; Wer 
they ſealed with their blood, and which in” 
was remarkably and evidently: ſealed by the Hoh, 
Choſt, in his comforting and ſtrengthening inffuences 
upon their ſouls under their bloody ſufferings, in which 
they may be ju“ ly ſaid, as in Rev. xi. 7 to baue "ih 
niſhed the teſtimony, having the whole of the Medi- 
ator's declarative glory. ineſuded in their teſtimony © 


And altho' theſe witneſſes, in their cauſe, lye now 10 1 
the ſtreet of ſpiritual Sodom, under a legal death ank 
condemnation; yet, aceording to ver. ; I, the tim 


approaches, when the Spirit of God ſhall enter into 
the witnelles, reviving and exalting them again into a 


heavenly ſtate of konour and pre-eminence, to the 


terror and confuſion of their antichri:tian ename; 
vert 12. 


Yea, this is that canks; the particular word of tell ⸗ 


mony, ſealed by the precious blood and confeſſion . 


the King of martyrs himfelf, . Joh; xviti. 36, .39; and 
X!3, 2.— 15. the article of competition betwixt his. 
title and Cæſar's, being the cope one of the Jews res 
bellion, wherein they renounce this glorious King Je- 


ſus, and chuſe Cæſar, in coatradiction to, and reſecti- 
on of him, which was the finiſhing firoke of that 


church's: infidelity, and cannot: be parallelied but by 


the practice of the Gantile church in the preſent dif-- 


pute, as now managed by the ſeceſſion, in a more ex- 
plicit oppoſition to his title, as King, than ahy of their 
predeceſſors, or even than any of the eraiiianchurches and 
nations around us, whoſe uſurpatĩons upon the Media- - 
tar's titles, prerogatives, and privileges, with which 
they cloath their magi rates, are likety to be attend - 
ed with the ſame jndgments that the lame ſin in our 
elder ſi er, the Jews, was, according to the apo'tle's 
u gument, Rom. xi. 2 9 is that cauſe, + 
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; n this evifilan, :ndulord, e's borte n in ere 
Folution ſettlement, laying the e- of both 
Fiiil and eccleſiaſtick conſtitutions (both being found- 
on human authority) upon this divine inſtitution of 
the Mediator of both civil and eccleſiaſtick governs 
ment; by which, ever ſince, the nation, whether 
conſidered in an ecclefiaſtick or civil capacity, have 
known no king but Cæſar, nor acknowledged no o- 
ther but human authority, as binding in either Capa= 
cities; by which, as. a native effect of ſuch a heinous 
crime, in rejecting the Lord's anointed, and the nati- 
on's covenanted King, their church delivered up to 2 
ſpirit of error and profanity, is ſplit into ſectarieg, 
and their ſtate, inwardly. rent with factious parties, 


are fitted and prepared inſtruments to execute the juſt, - 

will and pleaſure of this offended, rejected, and de- . 

ſpiſed. Mediator, according to bis threatening, Fel. * 

chap. xii V,. ix. 4. Hal. ii. 9. and cxxxii.' 8. Luke; « £ 

XN 27.—This is that eauſe, that the ſeceſſion, the; d 

laſt of ſectaries, being the tail of this eraſtian, indul- & 

ged ſynagogue, tho! at variance, together in lomer! 1 

things 5 yet, like Herod and Pontius Pilate, they a- 

in crucifying the Lord of glory in his mediatory: * 

titles and relations, yea, ſet themſelves with enve - * 

nomed rage, like the Jews in the like caſe, Acts uiii. 1 

435. to impugn and fight againſt with all their might, * 

_ thereby ſtating themſelves open enemies to the. Media- I 

tor, and laying themſelves and followers ob{oxiaus, 0 
to that awful threatening, Luke xx. 18.— This is that * 
cauſe tlie diſſenters (under Mr. Macmillan) have, un- þ, 

£ der the. influence of a. legal ſpirit, rejected and ꝓut b 
N. from them, like the Jews under the {ame ſpirit, when 
| he came to his own, his ewn received him not: They, = 

; in their carnal pride, and under a legal bias of. ſpirit, 

* edpecting no other but a temporal and te.nporary 8 
>. , Kingdom in their Meſſiah, rejected the Meſſiah of God thi 
in his divine righteouineſo and fpiritual government, the 

| WH mg in its vilible and inviſible extent, over both their i. - 


p o 2 K „ 
, N. 
8 Uns 
* = a 
: — 


+ 


E 


a _” | 24 45 > i 


Gals WF bodies; whether 3 perſons, hs 
a nation, not ſubmitting to his righteouſneſs, as the. 
ground of their juſtification before' God, nor to hie 
divine government, as the ground of their hope hr 
the promiſed reſtoration of the fallen down tabernage * 
of David, the reſtoration of the kingdom to Uraet + 
They thereby went about ts eſtabliſh their own ig 
tcoulneis in both, thereby rejecting Chriſt as their King, 
and ſubjecting themſclves to the tyranny of heathens, 
to their own reje d ion, and diſſipation of their nation 
to this. day: So the diſfenters, in conjunction with, - © 
and imitation of the ſeceders, have rejeded Chi iſt 
both in bis prieſtly and kingly offices, in reſtricting 
and limiting the one, evei in the publick admini tra- 
tion of the goſpel, to the ele only; and the other, 
viz. bis kingly office, they reject, by aſſerting the la 
of nature, and the ordinances of an abſolute God, in 
an extra federal relation to the nations, as the ene 
dation of magiitracy. Thus, tho' they build the 
tonbs and ſepulchres of our faithful. forefathers,, - 
Witneſſes and martyrs - in former times, by their 
profeſt adherence to, the covenant, and to ſomme 
of their teſtimonies and declarations; yet, by re- 
jecting the ſpirit, and evangelical ſenſe and intent of 
their united teſtimonies, all contained in this great. 
center of truth, viz. Chriſt avouched as King of faints,, 
nd King of nations, they overthrow. the ſcope ant 
Qirit, of our martyrs teſtimonies, and turn their cauſe. {| 
into a mere human teſtimony, having nothing but 
he will of frail fallen man for its foundation, Ihey alſo | 
by their legal principles, take away the great object of _: 8B 
taith from the poor ruined nation, by which alone deli» - 
verance is to be expected, Zech. xii. 10, — Ms v. 31. ” , 8 


And the other party of diſſenters under Mr. Hal, 
&c. after having profeſt, in ſome. meaſure, a love to A =* 
this cauſe, and contending in a way of teſtinony for 
the ſame, they have turned back from the Lora, 2 


i. 6. by treacherouſly betraying, ſopiting and — 10 
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"i "FRY whilſt they not only practically gie 
. doctrine they had contended tor, by neglecting 
8 refuſing the proper application thereof to tlie 
— defections of thoſe who impugned tlie ſame; 

N 2 = have openly. contradifted the ſame caille 
in their publick (criobles, viz, Their abſtract of c- 
> ENS principles 1750, wherein they deal treache- 
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_— rouſſy with our Lord's cauſe, in ſlurring over the'& 
* raſtian ſupremacy eſtabliſhed in- the revolution conſtis 
SY tution in Scotlaud, yea, ſtrenuouſſy contend: for | the 
3s milfion of the indulged,” tho flowing therefrom, and 
. bite with the teeth, thoſe that look upon that funds 
4 meutal defectien, in the light our martyrs and confiꝶ 
. ſors did, and therein bomologa te the ſectarian errofy 
5 1 Innes, i in his Bigetry diſclaim'd, and his TIA 
A 3 anmaſt d, in which he licks up the old antichriſtiat 


vomit, of defending a p6piſh miiſion of the miniſtry, 
and the wild principles of toleration, to the ſhank 


— — 
o 
c N * 


j = _- and.ignominy of the covenanted cauſe, and  affrontin 
Dt AY and. bla pheming the church's glorious. head, 
* == weak or © unfaithful, T hus the wall offuprenti 
f * 73 N and human inventions, in the conſtitution ail 


_ "_ Ininiſtration of both church and ſtate, is built 
9 3 1 5 and daub'd with the untempered mortar of carnal 
POE he  Fealon and ſophiſtry, by the. prophets of the day, 
every denomination, to the provoking the wrath of ul 
| Jealous God, who has ſaid; Fzeb. viii. 1 3. T hereforh 
M. lies faith the Lord Cod, I will even rent it with:q [108% 
1 pid in my fury : And there ſhall be an over f owing | 
Power in mine anger, and great hail-iones in my ful 
0 conſume it, Ver. 14 So will 1 break dawn the wi 
' that ye have daubed with untemzpered. mortar, and brit 
it deus to. the, ground, ſo that the foundations ther 
5 \ ſpall be diſcovered, and it fe det) and ye. ſhall tt 
"I 1 1 eqnſumed in the midſi thereof : And ye ſhall know the 
* id am the Lord 
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«i ; 5 1 As the Mediator is a great ma a glorious King, th 
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© Gvereignty and holy jealouly 3 is nowhie' 8 conſpi- 
cugully dico ered, as in the? pleadinp of his ow; cauft 


UT bringing bas k "ge * pivated ar 1. . 


: At fuch A ting 
mo ory wn u Uke an intenſe ime, burns hot 


telt about his altar fo, raſh approaches to him, or pre, 
Bec UNDE1cVIH, g touches of his Cap tirated, de- 
piled and rejected cauſe, are rt feuded with 3. vful f in- 
ucrs ai jud meat, as in the caſes Of Nadab and H- 
mY u, add of Uzz, Ay Uzziah : The fras of 5 aud 
m Helief are radical bns, and what «©: nelly he has to | 
aten Wirh in bis oon people, when about to do 
e things for his caule, before the world, Levit, 
vi. 40, 41. © i hu xi. 0. eps. iti, 12. which fins, 
they ſtrike oo! inmediatety again t hi. lupremacy 
a1 Overcion: v; ſo are ſaid rr, lay 3 reſtraint eve; por 
Is omni 8 Itlelt, F4dpes i. 19. Aab, xi. 58, 
e pride, pation and — Þ unbeliet, have 
n, And are too much the Pigyaling fins of theſe that 

t neareſt lis altar, in a faithful 1 Kelimony ta his con 
Ran ted cauſe ; yy! mit, inſtead of ri; pping off our ar- 
ente, as Iſrael was comm anded, Exod. XX\111, 5b. 

Ir ing forth to the tabern acle of the copgregationg; 
do lubmilliv *ly waltiag to fe what the Lor4 will do\,. 


It us, thus being in 2 humble poſture to bear his la- 
nk ion for our ſtrayings: —inſt-ad of this, 
: tf Cre not "202k a prefumptug! is Atte 


empt of ſetting 
de ordinances both of magiſtracy and miniſtry, 


2 rein the tin; ©, means, manner and inſtruments 
Wie 1 Ty oration. are Whit he has ref, rved to him 

25 his Peculiar prerogative, Which, when appear- 
are inade ſuſfi ently eviden nt by the it; up of dis 


miſſion put upon them,) Tretending to nich titles 
dig nit 8 baiug more 


by 
* 
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(Ran bv ate perſons, yea, 
g the Holy One of If, acl, 


Ly Proſtituting N. * 
rod | ordvances of lots, falling and homJiat (100, c. 


ces their luits ot Pride and be re tor which, 
git other cauſe: it may be, the Lord has deli- 
op lame to fall j into the Edle of Socinhin aud 4 
1 el Lege 
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5 2, 2109 Gentiles) onglpe 8 "tnnnpyant, yeigin, rot, af 
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. e ber, whe: and heppigeiy being molded in the protitee 
1 Nas F m tv the Mediugor, and Aerize) fro 11,00 Aber 
To Kin frat Lord, ho is the hi fed and ul Potent 

N the King of int, and Le of gerd, nich * 
due time de (hall ſhew ** Fanifeſt to his church, an 
- betore che World, 2 71 Fe 1 2 As Ts. 18 the. ver 
"11/16; Wu As in the Tater e bs ki Bes pf en 
. of” al che pon ths) PK, Fre bis" wh irous Spe 7 

Aus agaluſt antichriſh, ie Wa manifet befors. 
5 \ ations, Reba. I. ig © when he tha apf gar wih 
WY... „ Ajat name, Beg. 6. „ of: Ring, and Lid A 
W. on weitten apo ut c., being! 10 
e 1 5 755 lemaly inavzurated and i eile with” die office} 60 
1 . tte by inp Fe ether, ut Alo upon is thigh, as bein 
M454, mide vitble inthe. flows publick execa tans Av 11 
| „ = N ben elk © agel VEDSeANCE, upon all yer | 
85 . We Ale able and Gbftinate eie; which, chat he nal 
A alten, is the carnalt ig Jaly prayets „ alt cha 
a? . Po b 198 liacerety toe and long for his appeariy ob E 
. ſo dome, Lord Jeſas, 105 rk 1 5 — A 
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